PROBLEMS   OF   PRESCHOOL  CHILDREN  249
the best development of every child is the goal; discipline
is considered as part of the developmental process. Thus
considered, discipline merges with child study and adjust-
ment, with guidance, with the individualization of educa-
tion, with mental hygiene. Freedom with responsibility is
the ideal.
An autocratic idea of control usually results in one of two
types of child — an oversubmissive child wrho does what he
is told but shows no initiative, or a rebellious child who
constantly is waging war against authority. Punishment is
something to be administered with the future — not the past
— in mind. It should be considered from the standpoint of
its effect on the child, not from the standpoint of the annoy- <
ance or expense caused by the act. Excellent results are
observed in children's conduct-when "good" behavior is
given approval. "Bad" behavior can occasionally be over-
looked, or at least the proportion of scolding given can be
reduced in favor of emphasis on approval of "good" be-
havior. Some parents have reduced the proportion of dis-
approval to approval with obviously satisfactory results.
THE ONLY CHILD AND THE OLDER CHILD
A child's reactions to the circumstances of his birth order may
vary in an extremely complex manner.7
Each child and each adult has his own difficulties in settling
into the group in which he finds himself. Part of these
difficulties are due to his own make-up; part to his age and
the resulting conflicts betxveen his desires and familiar and
social demands; part to the peculiarities of others, diverg-
ences in temperament, and the unique relationships existing
in the group; and part to the expectations members of the
groups have for the individual. Accordingly, despite popular
opinion to the contrary, it is impossible to draw a consistent
picture of the only child. It is clear, however, that the only
child is not necessarily handicapped. The only child might
7 Harold E. Jones, "Order o£ Birth/' in Carl Murchison (Editor), A Hand-
book of Child Psychology (second revised edition), p. 585. Worcester, Mass.:
Clark University Press, 1933.

